
















































Managed Forest Lands
Beltrami	Island
Big Fork
Blackduck
Cloquet Valley 2
Finland 2
George	Washington	2

Grand	Portage	2
Kabetogama
Koochiching 
Lake	of	the	Woods
Lost	River
Northwest Angle

Pine	Island
Red	Lake
Smokey	Bear
Sturgeon	River	2 
(portions outside 
Superior	National	
Forest,	SNF)

Limited Forest Lands
Badoura
Bear	Island	
Bowstring
Buena Vista 2
Burntside 1
Chengwatana
Cloquet Valley 2 
Crow	Wing
D.A.R.	
Emily
Finland 2
Fond	du	Lac
Foothills
General	C.C.	Andrews

George	Washington	2
Golden	Anniversary
Grand	Portage	2
Hill	River	
Huntersville
Land	O’	Lakes	
Lake	Jeanette	1
Lyons
Mississippi Headwaters
Nemadji
Pat	Bayle
Paul	Bunyan
R.J.	Dorer	Memorial	
Hardwood 3

Remer
Rum	River
Savanna	
St.	Croix
Smoky	Hills	
Snake	River	2
Solana
Sturgeon	River	2 
(portions	inside	SNF)
Two	Inlets
Wealthwood
White	Earth	
Waukenabo	

Closed Forest Lands
Battleground 
Birch	Lakes
Buena Vista 2 
Burntside 1
Cloquet Valley 2

Finland 2 
George	Washington	2
Insula	Lake
Lake	Isabella
Lake	Jeanette	1

Pillsbury
Sand	Dunes
Snake	River	2
Welsh	Lake
Whiteface	River

1	Portions	located	within	the	Boundary	Waters	Canoe	Area	Wilderness	(BWCAW)	are	
closed to all motor vehicle use.

2	Some	portions	also	classified	as	Managed,	Limited	and/or	Closed
3	NOTE:	The	big	game	hunter/trapper	motor	vehicle	use	exception	DOES	NOT	APPLY	
within	the	R.J.	Dorer	Memorial	Hardwood	State	Forest	

State Forests Classification
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STAY RIGHT! Trails are two-way, always watch out for others!



enFoRCeMent 
Conservation	officers,	deputy	sheriffs,	police	officers,	and	state	troopers,	all	
enforce	off-highway	vehicle	rules.	You	must	stop	when	signaled	by	a	law	
enforcement	officer.	

To	report	an	OHV	violation	or	an	accident,	contact	the	local	police	
department,	sheriff ’s	office,	the	state	patrol,	or	a	DNR	conservation	officer.
Conservation	officers	are	dispatched	and	reached	through	the	State	Patrol.	 
To	find	your	local	Conservation	Officer	go	to:	www.mndnr.gov/
officerpatrolareas

Penalties 
•	Fleeing	an	enforcement	officer	on	an	OHV	is	a	felony	and	the	OHV	used	may	 

be forfeited. 
•	A	violation	of	an	ATV,	OHM,	or	ORV	law	is	a	misdemeanor.	
•	Most	operation,	registration,	and	trespass	violations	can	also	be	enforced	by	

issuing a civil citation and can include restitution. Fines for second or subsequent 
violations in wetlands, including the use of snorkel devices or for careless or 
reckless operation, can be more than double.

•	Carelessly	and	recklessly	upsetting	the	natural	and	ecological	balance	of	a	
wetland is a gross misdemeanor, and vehicle forfeiture upon a second gross 
misdemeanor of this type. 

Violator Suspension and Training 
OHV	operators	who	receive	a	ticket	and	are	convicted	of	violating	any	
law	related	to	OHV	operation	are	required	to	complete	the	DNR	training	
CD.	An	ATV	operator	who	is	convicted	of	a	careless	or	reckless	offense,	
or	for	a	second	or	subsequent	offense,	must	complete	a	safety	training	
course	in	addition	to	the	CD.

In	addition	to	the	above	training	requirements,	operating	privileges	are	
automatically	suspended	for	one	year	for:

•	conviction	for	carelessly	and	recklessly	upsetting	the	natural	and	ecological	
balance of a wetland (gross misdemeanor violation);

•	operation	on	unfrozen	public	water,	or	in	a	state	park,	SNA,	or	WMA;
•	willful,	wanton,	or	reckless	disregard	for	the	safety	of	persons	or	property;
•	carelessly	upsetting	the	natural	and	ecological	balance	of	a	wetland	or	public	

waters wetland.

Reporting Stolen, Abandoned, or Destroyed Vehicles 
A	registered	off-highway	vehicle	that	is	abandoned,	stolen,	or	destroyed	
must	be	reported	to	the	DNR	License	Center	within	15	days.	No	fee	is	
charged	for	reporting	the	vehicle.	
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Accident Reports 
The	OHV	operator	and	the	officer	investigating	an	OHV	accident	must	
file	a	written	report	to	the	DNR	within	10	days	if	the	accident	resulted	in	a	
human	injury	requiring	medical	attention,	hospitalization,	or	death;	or	total	
damage	of	$300	or	more	for	ORVs,	or	$500	or	more	for	ATVs	and	OHMs.	
Accident	reports	are	available	by	calling	the	DNR,	or	online	at 
www.mndnr.gov/enforcement/forms.html

oPeRating WHiLe intoXiCateD 
Operating	an	off-highway	vehicle	while	under	the	influence	of	alcohol,	a	
controlled	substance,	or	other	hazardous	substance	is	unlawful.	Operators
who	are	impaired	may	be	required	to	submit	to	tests	by	an	enforcement	
officer.	Refusal	to	submit	to	the	test	is	a	crime	and	the	person’s	operating	
privileges	will	be	suspended	for	one	year.	

Off-Highway	Vehicle	DWI	convictions	and	refusals	are	recorded	on	the	
violator’s	driver’s	license	record	and	may	affect	your	driver’s	license	
privileges.	An	operator	who	is	found	to	be	impaired	or	has	an	alcohol	
concentration	of	.08	or	more,	can	be	charged	with	a	misdemeanor,	gross	
misdemeanor,	or	felony	level	DWI.	

Persons	convicted	of	a	DWI	may	be	subject	to	one	or	more	of	the	
following:	fines;	jail	time;	loss	of	OHV	operating	privileges;	forfeiture	
of	the	OHV;	loss	of	motor	vehicle	driver’s	license	privileges	and	motor	
vehicle	plate	impoundment.

Open Bottle Law
It	is	unlawful	for	a	person	to	drink	or	consume	alcoholic	beverages	when	
an	OHV	is	operated	on	a	roadway,	or	shoulder	of	a	roadway,	that	is	not	a	
part	of	a	designated	trail	for	that	vehicle	type.

Off-Highway Vehicles Regulations
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NO PASSENGERS! Most ATVs are designed for one person only!



tResPass 
Ask First! 
You	must	have	permission	to	enter	
legally	posted	land	or	agricultural	land*.

Trespass	laws	apply	to	all	outdoor	recreation,	including	off-highway	
vehicle	riding.	Landowners,	lessees,	or	land	managers	only	need	to	post	
their	land	‘No	Trespassing’	once	a	year.	Just	because	property	isn’t	posted,	
doesn’t	mean	you	have	the	right	to	enter.	The	posted	signs	indicate	the	
landowner’s	intention	to	prevent	unauthorized	entry.	

There	can	be	civil	and	criminal	penalties	for	violation	of	the	trespass	laws.	
Civil	penalties	for	OHVs	start	at	$100	for	first	offense	and	range	up	to	
$500	and	loss	of	license	or	registration	for	a	third	offense	within	three	
years.	Penalties	will	be	doubled	for	operation	in	wetlands	or	with	snorkel	
devices.	Further	information	on	trespass	laws	can	be	found	in	the	Hunting	
and	Trapping	Regulations	Handbook.	mndnr.gov	

*Note:	Agricultural	land	is	broadly	defined.	All	planted	grassland,	hay	land,	and	short-
rotation woody cropland meet the definition of agricultural land, including grasslands 
enrolled	in	the	federal	Conservation	Reserve	Program	(CRP),	Conservation	Reserve	
Enhancement	Program	(CREP),	and	the	state	RIM	Reserve	program.	These	lands	do	
not	need	to	be	posted.	Entering	without	permission	is	trespassing.

You may not: 
•	wound	or	kill	another	person’s	domestic	animal
•	destroy	private	property	
•	pass	through	a	closed	gate	without	returning	it	to	the	original	position
•	stray	off	marked	state	trails.

Firearms Deer Hunting 
On	public	lands,	to	reduce	disturbance	during	prime	hunting	hours,	a	
person	possessing	a	valid	deer	license	may	operate	an	off-highway	vehicle	
during	the	firearms	deer	season	only:	

•	before	legal	shooting	hours	(one-half	hour	before	sunrise)	
•	from	11	a.m.	until	2	p.m.	
•	after	legal	shooting	hours	(one-half	hour	after	sunset).	See	MN	Hunting	and	
Trapping	Regulations	Handbook	for	more	detailed	information.	

•	OHV	Recreational	riding	on	many	State	Forest	Lands	is	prohibited	during	
firearms	deer	season.	See	pgs	20-21	for	more	detailed	information.
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ReLateD LaWs 
Firearms Transportation 
A	person	MAY	transport	an	unloaded	and	uncased	shotgun	or	rifle	in	a	
motor	vehicle	while:	1)	at	a	shooting	range	with	permission;	2)	lawfully	
hunting	on	public	or	private	land;	or	3)	traveling	to	or	from	a	site	the	
person	intends	to	hunt	that	day	or	has	hunted	that	day.	However,	a	
person	MAY	NOT	transport	an	uncased	shotgun	or	rifle	within:	1)	
Anoka,	Hennepin,	or	Ramsey	counties;	2)	an	area	where	the	discharge	of	
a	firearm	is	prohibited	by	ordinance;	3)	a	city	with	a	population	of	2,500	
or	more;	4)	school	grounds;	or	5)	game	refuges;	or	6)	as	regulated	under	
shining	and	night	vision	laws.	A	handgun/pistol	cannot	be	transported	
uncased	without	a	valid	permit	to	carry.	See	MN	Hunting	and	Trapping	
Regulations	Handbook	for	more	detailed	information.

atV CRoss-CoUntRY tRaVeL 
ATV	cross-country	travel	is	PROHIBITED	on	state	lands.	Except	
that	persons	
possessing a 
valid	hunting,	
trapping or 
commercial 
license may 
operate an 
ATV	during	
certain times 
for big game 
hunting	and	
retrieval,	
trapping, and 
constructing 
hunting	
stands. See 
hunting	and	
trapping 
exceptions	on	
page 21.

What’s the problem with riding in Wetlands?
Wetlands are an important part of a healthy environment. Wetlands 

control erosion, control floods, filter out impurities in water, and have 
many other uses that make them an important resource to maintain.

What is a Wetland?
Chances are, when you think of wetlands, you 

think of a swampy, marshy place covered 
with ducks and cattails. And you would be 

right! However, there are many different types 
of wetlands. For more information on 

wetlands,  go to: 
www.mndnr.gov/wetlands/types.html

What can I do?
Riders need to be aware of where they are riding, so 
wetlands can continue to do their job! There are 
penalties for wetland disturbance! Conviction 
may be a Gross Misdemeanor and/or the 
Off-Highway Vehicle (ATV, OHM, ORV) forfeited. 
Wetland restrictions apply to private land as well 
as public land, and vary by area of the state and 
other criteria. For more information,  go to: 
mndnr.gov/regulations/ohv/ohv_regs.pdf

ATVs and Wetlands

Off-Highway Vehicles Regulations
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ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE 
SECTION 

ATV Youth Operators—Residents and Non-Residents 
Anyone under the age of 16 must have permission from their parent 
or guardian to operate an ATV.
It	is	unlawful	for	anyone	in	control	of	an	ATV	to	permit	it	to	be	operated	
contrary	to	the	following	requirements:	

Class 1 ATV Operation

2010–2011
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Age     Requirement
•	May	operate	only	on	private	property	with	permission	of	the	owner	
•	Must	have	parent	or	guardian	permission	to	operate.

•	May	operate	only	on	private	property	with	permission	of	the	owner	
•	May	operate	ATV	up	to	90cc	on	public	lands	and	frozen	waters	if	

accompanied by parent or legal guardian 
•	Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	while	operating	or	riding	on	public	lands,	
trails,	and	frozen	public	waters	

•	Must	have	parent	or	guardian	permission	to	operate.

•	Must	have	an	ATV	safety	certificate	valid	only	after	successfully	
completing	BOTH	the	ATV	Safety	Training	CD	and	Safety	Training	Class	
(see	page	32).	

•	Must	be	able	to	properly	reach	and	control	the	handle	bars	and	foot	
pegs	while	sitting	upright	on	the	seat	(see	page	31)

•	May	operate	an	ATV	on	public	lands	and	frozen	waters	and	make	direct	
crossing of roadways with a valid safety certificate if accompanied on 
another	ATV	by	a	person	18	or	over	who	has	a	valid	driver’s	license	

•	Must	wear	approved	helmet	while	operating	or	riding	on	public	lands,	
trails,	and	frozen	waters	and	when	crossing	road	rights-of-way	

•	Must	have	parent	or	guardian	permission	to	operate.

•	Must	successfully	complete	the	ATV	Safety	Training	CD	before	operating	
on	public	lands,	frozen	waters,	public	road	rights-of-way,	or	state	or	
grant-in-aid trails 

•	Must	have	a	valid	driver’s	license	to	make	a	direct	crossing	of	a	roadway	
or operate on road rights-of-way 

•	Must	wear	approved	helmet	while	operating	or	riding	on	public	lands,	
trails,	and	frozen	public	waters	and	on	road	rights-of-way.	

Under	10

10	and	11

12	-	15

16	and	17

Residents and Non-Residents	–	A	safety	training	certificate	is	not	required	
for	youth	under	12	in	organized	contests	on	public	lands	or	public	waters	if:	
(1)	operating	an	ATV	90cc	or	less,	(2)	they	‘fit’	the	ATV	(see	page	31),	and	
(3)	they	are	supervised	by	a	person	18	or	older.



Class 2 ATV Operation
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ATV

•	May	operate	a	Class	2	ATV
•	Must	wear	approved	helmet	while	operating	or	riding	on	public	lands,	
trails,	and	frozen	public	waters	and	on	road	rights-of-way

•	Must	have	a	valid	driver’s	license	to	make	a	direct	crossing	of	a	
roadway or operate on road rights-of-way

•	Must	wear	a	seat	belt	if	provided	by	the	manufacturer.

•	Must	have	an	ATV	safety	certificate	valid	only	after	successfully	
completing	BOTH	the	Safety	Training	CD	and	the	Safety	Training	Class	
(see	page	32).

•	Must	be	able	to	properly	reach	and	control	the	handle	bars	and	foot	
pegs	while	sitting	upright	on	the	seat	(see	page	31)

•	May	operate	an	Class	2	ATV	on	public	lands	and	frozen	waters	and	
make direct crossing of roadways with a valid safety certificate if 
accompanied	on	another	ATV	by	a	person	18	or	over	who	has	a	valid	
driver’s	license	

•	Must	have	parent	or	guardian	permission	to	operate.

•	Must	successfully	complete	the	ATV	Safety	Training	CD	before	
operating	on	public	lands,	frozen	waters,	public	road	rights-of-way,	 
or	state	or	grant-in-aid	trails	(see	page	32).

15	-	17

15	year	olds

16	and	17

Age      Requirement

Approved Helmet
An	approved	helmet	worn	by	an	operator	or	passenger	must	meet	
Federal	law,	which	requires	the	helmet	to	display	the	symbol	DOT.	
DOT	is	the	manufacturer’s	certification	that	the	helmet	conforms	to	
the	applicable	Federal	motor	vehicle	safety	standards.	Standard	bicycle	
helmets	and	hockey	helmets	are	not	legal	helmets.

SLOW DOWN! Trails are NOT race tracks and ditches 
have many hazards!

Non-Resident	ATV	Operators:	A	Non-resident	trail	pass	must	be	in	
possession	to	operate	an	ATV	on	state	or	grant-in-aid	trails.	The	trail	pass	
does	not	need	to	be	displayed	but	must	be	available	for	inspection	when	
requested	by	an	officer.	The	pass	is	NOT	required	if	the	non-resident	
operator	is	driving	an	ATV	that	is	registered	in	Minnesota.

Non-Residents - see page 32 for safety training options.



Potential Risks of the ATV Design
ATVs	have	a	high center of gravity,	high	ground	clearance	and	a	short	
narrow	wheelbase.	They	can	roll	over	forwards,	backwards,	or	sideways.	
They	are	more	likely	to	roll	over	than	skid	in	turns	and	on	hillsides.

Low Pressure tires	on	ATVs	are	made	for	off-road	use	only.	They	are	not	
intended	for	use	on	pavement	or	hard	pack	surfaces.	Doing	so	increases	
risk	of	loss	of	control.

Many	ATV	models	have	a	fixed rear axle	for	traction.	When	making	turns	
this	prevents	the	inner	rear	wheel	from	rotating	freely	when	attempting	
turns	on	pavement	or	hard	pack	surfaces.	Loss	of	control	can	occur	when	
torque	to	the	inner	wheel	suddenly	releases	causing	the	ATV	to	lurch	
forward.

Powerful drive trains	give	ATVs	the	power	to	climb	or	rapidly	accelerate.	
ATVs	are	capable	of	speeds	too	fast	for	conditions	and	potentially	the	skill	
of	the	operator.

ATV Passengers
The	U.S.	Consumer	Product	Safety	commission	recommends	that	you	
DO	NOT	carry	a	passenger	unless	the	ATV	is	specifically	designed	
for	passengers.	On	a	Class	1	straddle	style	ATV,	the	operator	needs	the	
entire	seat	area	to	maintain	stability	and	safe	control.	Please	follow	all	
manufacturer’s	recommendations	and	safety	warnings.

•	A	person	under	the	age	of	18	may	not	carry	a	passenger.
•	A	person	over	the	age	of	18	may	carry	one	passenger	on	a	Class	1	ATV.
•	A	person	over	the	age	of	18	may	carry	a	passenger,	or	up	to	the	number	of	
passengers	for	which	a	Class	2	ATV	was	designed.

•	A	passenger	under	the	age	of	18	must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	riding	
on public lands or waters, or a public road right-of-way (see approved helmet 
information	on	page	29).

•	A	passenger	under	the	age	of	18	must	wear	a	seat	belt	if	provided	by	the	
manufacturer when riding on public lands or waters, or a public road right-of-way.

ATV Fit Requirements Law
A	person	under	the	age	of	16	may	not	operate	an	all-terrain	vehicle	on	
public	lands	or	water,	or	on	state	or	grant-in-aid	trails,	if	the	person	cannot	
properly	reach	and	control	the	handlebars	and	reach	the	foot	pegs	while	
sitting	upright	on	the	seat.
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ATVs - One Size Does NOT Fit All!
The	U.S.	Consumer	Product	Safety	Commission,	ATV	Manufacturers	
and	the	Minnesota	DNR	Conservation	Officers	ask	ATV	owners	not	to	
let	youth	under	the	age	of	16	operate	adult	size	ATV’s.

Allowing	children	to	operate	machines	that	do	not	“fit”	their	physical	
stature	and	strength	is	illegal	and	a	primary	cause	of	severe	accidents	and	
injuries.	On	ATV’s	designed	for	adults,	children	cannot	maintain	proper	
position	or	control	without	the	risk	of	falling	or	being	thrown	from	the	
machine.

Seat Clearance: There	should	be	a	minimum	of	
three	inches	between	operator	and	the	ATV	seat.	
Proper	clearance	enables	the	operator	to	maintain	
balance	on	the	foot	rests	when	riding	over	rough	
terrain.	Maintaining	balance	prevents	the	operator	
from	falling	off	or	being	thrown	from	the	machine.
 
Upper Legs: While	seated,	the	operator’s	upper	
legs	should	be	horizontal	(parallel	to	the	ground).
 
Arm Length: While	seated	on	the	machine	and	
gripping	the	handle	bar,	there	should	be	a	distinct	
bend	in	the	arm	at	the	elbow.	Without	it	there	
will	not	be	sufficient	reach	to	properly	grip	the	
handlebars	when	turning	and	riding.
 
Hand Size: With	the	hand	gripping	the	handle	
bar,	extend	the	fingers	to	the	brake	lever.	The	first	
joint	of	the	index	finger	should	extend	beyond	the	
brake	lever.	If	it	doesn’t,	then	the	hand	is	too	small	
to	safely	operate	the	brake.	Also,	check	to	see	that	
the	arm	length	is	sufficient	to	properly	operate	the	
brake	lever	and	throttle	while	the	handlebars	are	
turned	to	the	far	left	and	right.
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ATV Safety Training Requirements—Residents and 
Non-Residents 
ATV	safety	training	is	recommended	for	everyone	who	operates	an	ATV.	

An	ATV	Safety	Certificate	is	required	by	law	for	certain	youth	to	operate	an	
ATV	on	public	lands.	Exception:	An	ATV	safety	certificate	is	not	required	for	
youth	under	12	in	organized	contests	on	public	lands	or	public	waters.	Youth	
under	12	may	operate	an	ATV	90	cc	or	less,	provided	they	‘fit’	the	machine	(see	
pg	31)	and	are	supervised	by	a	person	18	or	older.

The	DNR	ATV	Safety	Training	Course	covers:	ATV	familiarization,	operating	
procedures,	safety	concerns,	rules,	regulations	and	environmental	concerns.	The	
course	has	two	components:	An	ATV	Safety	Training	CD;	and	an	ATV	Safety	
Training	Class	which	includes	classroom	review,	a	final	exam	and	a	riding	
component.	The	minimum	fee	for	the	certification	process	is	$15.

•	Persons	age	12	through	15	are	required	to	successfully	complete	the	ATV	Safety	CD	prior	
to	taking	an	ATV	Safety	Training	Class.	An	ATV	Safety	Certificate	will	be	issued	after	both	
the	ATV	CD	and	the	training	class	are	successfully	completed.

•	ATV	safety	training	is	available	to	anyone	11	or	older.	Eleven	year	olds	may	take	both	
components of the training, but the certificate will not be valid until they reach the age of 
12.	

•	Persons	under	16	years	are	required	by	law	to	have	an	ATV	Safety	Certificate	before	
operating	an	ATV	on	public	lands,	frozen	waters,	public	road	rights-of-way,	or	state	or	
grant-in-aid	trails.	Note:	There	is	an	exception	for	youth	age	10	or	11	to	operate	an	ATV,	up	
to	90cc,	on	public	lands	or	frozen	waters	if	accompanied	by	parent	or	legal	guardian.	

•	Anyone	born	after	July	1,	1987	and	who	is	16	years	or	older	must	successfully	complete	
the	ATV	Safety	Training	CD	before	operating	an	ATV	on	public	lands,	frozen	waters,	public	
road rights-of-way, or state or grant-in-aid trails. 

The	ATV	Safety	Training	CD	is	available	free	of	charge.	There	is	a	$15	fee	for	
the	certification	process.	When	attending	an	ATV	Safety	Class,	additional	fees	
may	apply.	Check	with	the	class	instructor.	To	obtain	a	CD,	or	for	information	
about	classes,	call	the	DNR	Information	Center	at	651-296-6157,	toll	free	
1-888-646-6367;	or	the	DNR	Safety	Training	Program	Office	at	1-800-366-
8917; or go to www.mndnr.gov/safety/vehicle/atv

Non-resident youth ages 12-15	may	operate	an	ATV	on	public	lands	
and	waters	or	state/grant-in-aid	trails	if	they	have	in	possession	proof	of	
completing	an	ATV	safety	course	offered	by	the	ATV	Safety	Institute	or	
another	state	and	are	accompanied	by	a	person	18	years	old	or	older	who	has	a	
valid	drivers	license.
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ATV General Operations 
•	A	valid	driver’s	license	is	required	to	operate	an	ATV	on	a	road	right-of-way.	
•	A	driver’s	license	is	not	required	to	operate	an	ATV	on	a	designated	trail	that	

includes a road right-of-way. 
•	If	your	ATV	is	equipped	with	a	headlight	and	taillight	they	must	be	on	at	all	times.	
•	Operation	on	a	township	road:	A	person	with	a	valid	driver’s	license	may	operate	

an ATV on the far right-hand side of a township road, unless prohibited by local 
regulations.	If	traveling	at	a	slower	speed	than	other	traffic	on	the	township	road,	
the ATV should be driven as close as practical to the right hand edge of the road. 

•	Operation	of	a	Class	2	ATV	is	limited	to:	
- state forest roads 
-	shoulder	or	extreme	right	side	of	county	roads	and	on	the	right	side	of	township	

roads and city streets, if not prohibited by the road authority or other local laws, 
and	with	a	valid	driver’s	license

-	designated	Class	2	trails.	
•	Class	2	ATVs	may	NOT	be	operated	on	the	shoulder	of	a	state	trunk	highway.
•	A	person	with	a	valid	driver’s	license	may	operate	an	ATV	registered	for	private	use	

and being used for agricultural purposes on a public right-of-way of a trunk, county, 
state	aid,	or	county	highway,	if	the	ATV	is	on	the	extreme	right	side	of	the	road.	A	
left turn may be made if it is safe to do so. 

•	You	may	not	drive	a	Class	1	ATV	within	the	right-of-way,	including	the	ditch,	of	
a	state	or	county	road	from	April	1	to	August	1	in	the	agricultural	zone.	(See	
definition	on	page	7.)	This	does	not	apply	to	a	Class	1	ATV	registered	and	used	
for	agricultural	purposes.	Class	2	ATVs	cannot	operate	in	a	ditch	even	with	an	
agricultural registration.

•	You	may	operate	an	off-highway	vehicle	on	a	bridge,	a	roadway	shoulder,	or	the	
inside bank of a public road right-of-way if necessary to avoid obstructions to travel 
or environmentally sensitive areas.	You	must	remain	in	the	farthest	right-hand	lane,	
enter	the	roadway	within	100	feet	of	the	bridge,	obstacle	or	area,	and	make	the	
crossing without delay.

•	Road	authorities	have	the	ability	to	restrict	ATV	operation	on	road	rights-of-way	and	
in ditches. 

•	You	may	not	cross	a	bridge	that	is	part	of	the	traveled	lanes	of	an	interstate	
highway. 

•	You	may	not	exceed	10	mph	on	the	frozen	surface	of	public	waters	within	100	feet	
of another person that is not on an ATV (including people that are fishing) or within 
100	feet	of	a	fish	house	or	other	shelter.	

•	Grant-in-aid	snowmobile	and	non-motorized	trails	are	closed	to	ATVs	unless	
specifically allowed. 

•	ATVs	may	not	be	operated	with	a	snorkel	device	that	has	a	raised	air	intake	six	
inches	or	more	above	the	manufacturer’s	original	air	intake.	Exception:	ATVs	with	
snorkel	devices	may	be	operated	within	the	Iron	Range	OHV	State	Recreation	Area	
and other designated public OHV recreation areas. 

•	You	may	not	operate	an	ATV	on	controlled	access/freeway	portions	of	state	
highways.	Watch	for	road	design	changes.
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OFF-HIGHWAY 
MOTORCYCLE SECTION 

OHM Youth Operators 
It	is	unlawful	for	anyone	in	control	of	an	OHM	to	allow	it	to	be	operated	
contrary	to	the	following	requirements.	

Operators	under	18	are	required	to	wear	a	helmet	when	operating	on	
public	lands,	waters,	and	road	rights-of-way.	See	definition	of	an	approved	
helmet	on	page	29.	

Non-residents	less	than	16	years	of	age	may	operate	an	OHM	on	public	
lands	or	waters	if	they	have	in	possession	proof	of	completing	an	OHM	
safety	course	offered	by	the	Motorcycle	Safety	Foundation	or	another	
state	and	are	accompanied	by	a	person	18	years	old	or	older	who	has	a	
valid	driver’s	license.
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Age      Requirement
•	May	not	make	a	direct	crossing	of	a	public	road	right-of-way	
•	May	not	operate	OHM	on	a	public	road	or	public	road	right-of-way	
•	May	not	operate	OHM	on	public	lands	or	frozen	public	waters	unless	
accompanied	by	a	person	18	years	of	age	or	older

•	Must	possess	a	valid	OHM	safety	certificate	to	operate	on	public	
lands	or	frozen	public	waters	

•	Must	wear	eye	protection
•	Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	operating	on	public	lands	and	
frozen	waters.

•	Operator	participating	in	DNR	permitted	event	not	required	to	be	
accompanied by an adult.

•	Must	possess	a	valid	OHM	safety	certificate	to	operate	on	public	
lands	or	frozen	public	waters	

•	May	make	a	direct	crossing	of	a	public	road	(except	an	interstate	
highway)	if	accompanied	by	a	person	18	years	of	age	or	older	with	a	
valid	driver’s	license	

•	Must	wear	eye	protection	
•	Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	operating	on	public	lands,	
frozen	waters,	and	public	road	rights-of-way.

•	Must	have	a	driver’s	license	to	operate	an	OHM	on	a	public	roadway,	
and	the	motorcycle	must	be	licensed	for	highway	use	(A	driver’s	
license is not required on designated trails when the trail specifically 
includes the road right-of-way.) 

•	Must	wear	eye	protection	
•	Must	wear	an	approved	helmet	when	operating	on	public	lands,	
frozen	waters,	and	public	road	rights-of-way.

Under	12

Under	16

16	and	17



OHM Safety Training Requirement 
Persons	under	the	age	of	16	must	succesfully	complete	the	OHM	Safety	
Training	Course	before	operating	an	OHM	on	public	lands,	frozen	
waters,	public	road	rights-of-ways,	or	state	or	grant-in-aid	trails.	The	
course	includes	OHM	familiarization,	operating	procedures,	OHM	laws,	
loading	and	towing	procedures,	ethics,	safety	hazards	and	environmental	
considerations. 

There	is	no	cost	for	the	course,	but	students	who	successfully	complete	the	
CD	training	are	issued	a	safety	certificate	for	a	$5	fee.

For more information, or 
for	a	duplicate	OHM	safety	
certificate,	call	the	DNR	
Information	Center,	Twin	
Cities 651-296-6157, toll-free 
1-888-646-6367, or DNR Safety 
Training Program Headquarters 
1-800-366-8917, or go to www.
mndnr.gov/safety/vehicle/atv

OHM General 
Operations 

•	You	may	not	operate	an	OHM	
in ditches, unless it is a trail 
designated for OHM use. OHMs 
registered for highway use 
may	operate	on	roadways.	See	
diagram	on	page	7.	

•	A	valid	driver’s	license	with	a	
motorcycle endorsement is 
required to operate anywhere 
on	road	rights-of-way	including	crossing	roads.	The	only	exception	would	be	on	
portions of a designated trail that specifically include a road right-of-way. 

•	Your	OHM	must	have	a	headlight,	taillight,	and	brakes	to	be	operated	on	a	public	
road. The lights must be on while operating on a trunk, county, state aid, or 
county highway; or when crossing a public road right-of-way, one-half hour after 
sunset to one-half hour before sunrise; or in conditions of reduced visibility. 

•	You	must	wear	eye	protection	when	operating	an	OHM.	
•	You	may	not	exceed	10	mph	on	the	frozen	surface	of	public	waters	within	100	

feet of a person fishing or a fish house or other shelter. 
•	Sound	levels	for	OHMs	manufactured	after	1986	may	not	exceed	96	decibels	

when operated on public lands. 
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OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 
SECTION 

ORV Youth Operators 
A	person	under	16	years	of	age	may	not	operate	an	ORV.	The	owner	of	an	
ORV	may	not	allow	it	to	be	operated	by	a	person	under	16	years	of	age.	

ORV Education and Safety Training 
An	ORV	environmental	and	safety	training	CD	is	available	for	persons	
16	or	older.	The	course	covers	ORV	familiarization,	operation	procedures,	
law,	towing	procedures,	ethics,	safety	hazards,	and	environmental	
considerations.	It	is	not	required	by	law	to	take	the	course,	but	it	is	highly	
recommended.	The	cost	is	$15.00.	For	more	information	call	the	DNR	
Information	Center,	Twin	Cities	651-296-6157,	toll-free	1-888-646-6367,	
or DNR Safety Training Program Headquarters at 1-800-366-8917, or go 
to www.mndnr.gov/safety/vehicle/orv/index.html

ORV General Operations 
•	All	ORV	passengers	and	operators	must	wear	seat	belts.	
•	DNR	strongly	recommends	passengers	and	operators	wear	approved	helmets	at	
all	times.	(See	approved	helmet	information	page	29.)

•	A	valid	driver’s	license	is	required	to	cross	roads.	The	only	exception	would	be	for	
those portions of a designated trail that specifically include a road right-of-way. 

•	ORVs	are	required	to	have	lights	on	while	crossing	public	roads	one-half	hour	
after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, and during periods of reduced 
visibility. 

•	You	may	operate	on	state	forest	roads,	trails,	and	lands	as	described	on	 
pages	19	-	23.	

•	You	may	not	operate	an	ORV	within	the	right-of-way	of	an	interstate	highway,	or	
within	a	public	road	right-of-way,	except	on	a	designated	trail.

 

ORV Free Admission Day 
On	May	21,	2011,	the	Iron	Range	Off-Highway	Vehicle	Recreation	Area	
will	not	require	registration	on	any	ORVs	that	visit	the	site.	The	free	
admission	day	falls	on	the	third	Saturday	in	May	each	year.	

NOTE: The photos shown on the front cover of this booklet were taken at the 
Iron Range Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area.
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If you are one of the many hunters in the great state of Minnesota 
who enjoys accessing your favorite hunting location with an all-
terrain vehicle (ATV), you are not alone!  Using ATVs while hunting 
is a privilege, and the responsibility is yours to maintain the high 
quality and beauty of your hunting area. Being respectful of the 
landscape and wildlife around you is key to ensuring the next year’s 
hunt, as well as that of future generations.

To find out more about the use of ATVs while hunting download 
Hunting and ATVs at www.mndnr.gov. 

To request a hard copy, call the DNR Information Center. 
1-888-MINNDNR (646-6367)

Hunting and ATVsYour riding privileges  depend on YOU!

•	State	Forest	riding	opportunities	•	OHV	Gross	Misdemeanor,	operator	privileges	revoked,	and	vehicle	forfeiture	for	violating	certain	laws
•	Firearm/bow	transportation	while	hunting

Hunting and ATVs


